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to stand outside the temple at Srirangam and
sing about the glories of Lord Ranganatha onhis
Veena. Lord Ranganatha was so much moved by
his devotion that He directed the priest of the
temple, Loka Saranga in his dream to take him
and bring him to Him. The Brahmin priest
carried him on his shoulders and brought him
into the Sanctum Sanctorum disregarding the
protests ofThirupanAlwar himself that the priest
should not touch an untouchable. In the presence
of Lord Ranganatha the Alwar sang ten verses
beginning with 'Amalanadhi piran' and at the
end of the tenth verse when he said that he would
not sethis eyes on anything else after seeing God,
his spirit merged into the idol. These verses
describe the beauty of God's personality and the
Alwar's absolute surrender to God.

12. THIKUMANGAI ALWAR : He was a
petty chief of the Kallar tribe in Tamil Nadu. He
lived in the 8th Century A.D. He loved a beautiful
maiden who agreed to marry him only if he agreed
to feed a thousand devotees of Lord Vishnu every
day for a period of one year. He did so and
married her. The love for the girl later changed
into love of God. He is said to have built the seven
- fold Prakaras and stonewalls of Sri Rangam
temple. He was an expert in composing the four
kinds of Tamil verses - Asu, Madura, Chitthra
and Visthara. He was a contemporary ofThiru
Jnana Sambandar who appreciating his poetic
talent presented him with a spear. This Alwar
has sung in praise of the presiding deities of
several Vishnu temples. His Periathirumozhi
consists of 1084 verses; Thiru Ezhukootrikai
consists of one verse - Chiru Thirumadal con-